Dear ^ol, 2/ 17/90 

With a little- time between TV shows wo want to see I thank you for letting me 
know you are coming out of your respiratory ini'eeotion OK. hot having heard from you it 
was on my mind. I was also reminded of the first sort-of serious respiratory trouble I 
can remember, not counting the flu the few times l"forgot to take the shots. Some of it 
may amuse you, some may inform. 

I’d beea askeu to address a gathering at IJYU law school (about 1975) when your 
friend Aiedlich was its dean. I prepared a speech to be read, intending to shorten it 
after reading it on the train, which drove to Baltimore to take. But I wasn't well and 
by the time I got to NIC knew 1 was sick. One of the sponsors got a doctor, he said I had 
pneumonia and had to stay in,‘ he prohibited t/je speech, but he did permit me to go 
ahead with a press conference at the Taft the next afternoon. I had a high fever then. 
lu y la..yer friend, Jim Lesar, read the speech and it was an accurate forecast of what the 
coming House Select °ommittee on Assassinations would be if the critics carried on the 
way they had been, I took a few scoundrels, like 1 lurk ^ane, apart - in it. If I don't 
forget I'll return tu the pres > conference. 

>11 c£t> 

The (meeting was a success but I was i - agony because I also had pleursy, which made 
staying in bed impossible, and there w^s no chair in the room that came up above the snuQ 1 
°f m^bpek. I was taken to see the doctor, he gave me shots ig. both buttocks and an OK to 
go h<3T if I went to the station in a cah and did not drive home from the Baltimore 
citation. I phoned Lil and she got an undergraduate friend at the y of lud to m et the train 
in his van and to have a fellow student to drive my car home. So, all that went OK. and 
at home I slept sitting up for perliaps two weeks, and' then for a while was weak. 

The ^ress conference was well attended but the print press in NIC carried little 
if anything, touch radion, and Palmer Vuhghn, ,if I remember the name right, anchor on 
WCBS-all-nevs radio, sat directly in front ife- me and taped every word I said, and my 
responses to all questions, ^ack in the- hotel, I could do nothing but sit or try to and 
drowse. * J o, I kept that al /.-news station tuned in. I was surprised the first time I heard 
myself and even more surprised as I heard myself in short bites around the clock! At home 
the same thing. I kept a pocket portable radio on my lap and could hear it well enough 
then for it not to disturb -kLl, in the bedroom. I actually heard short portions of that 
press conference over and eight-day period. I've never heard of any tiling like it! 

Din Ca£iborne, of the Wash. Post, was at the; press conference. I kept and disclosed 
there for the first tim the Warren °omnijtjbssian executive session transript I published in 
facsimile in Post mortem, tiie one in 'which they confess their fear of n oove y and the FBI, 
that Hoover wants them to fold their tents and say he has done it all, the one in which 
they conclude by taking Dulles' advice that they destroy the transcript. (The forgot the 
wtenotypists t .pe which I forced then to transcribe.) 

I understai&^the thing much, ih part deliberately, because I thought it would 
be more effective if the reporters saw what i did not call to their attention, and probably 
in part because I was running a fever of 102 or more. Claiborne saw the significance immed- 
iately and the Post did carry a large story. 

But can ypu imagine the feeling, sitting because you have no choice, sleepless 
because you canlt got to bed, and drowsing because your eyes would not stay open, and 
rousing when you hear you own voice of days earlier and far away? 

I'd been strong all my life and still was then, but I was also weak from the illness. 

Before then and after «orld War II I can remember onl£jaie_illneBs that could have 
been serious, mononeuclosis when I farmed. I was told I could &&K get out of bed in three 
weeks but in fact I did my work every day and made my weekly deliveries in Washingt on. 

But as I've learned, at our ages we must respoct respiratory illnesses in parti- 
cular and all^more than when we were younger. 
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